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The sign read 'NO PARKING ANY TIME'.  Regrettably, it was posted in the river at the launch site for canoe and 

kayakers and where two kayakers almost died after paddling upstream to explore an ungated overflow dam. A 

significant component of any public safety around dams program involves signs. Signs are a first line of defense 

and a Public Safety Around Dams solution that dam owners can quickly implement.  One look at America's dams 

however, and it becomes clear that we have a signage problem. FERC's sign guidelines need updated. Pity the non-

FERC regulated dam owner who has no real guidance. Individual states generally concentrate on road signs. 

Essentially, dam owners are left to figure it all out on their own. This results in a confusion of fonts, colors, 

wording, sizes, placement and more. The US Army Corps of Engineers, The Canadian Dam Association and 

Manitoba Hydro have put together a comprehensive set of signage guidelines.  But here is a secret.  These 

guidelines for the most part are based on established ANSI standards.   This paper will dissect the current leading 

practices in dam signage to equip the dam owner with a consolidated, comprehensive and clear understanding of a 

proper Public Safety Around Dams signage program. Material is drawn from the US Army Corps of Engineers, 

Canadian Dam Association, Indiana DNR, FERC, and Manitoba and ANSI.  The paper will review sign criteria 

including:   (a) establishing danger and warning zones; (b) sign components and basic sign layout; (c) essential sign 

colors; (d) sign materials ‘substrate, reflective sheeting, inks, warranty expectations; (d) lettering’ all caps versus 

lowercase; (e) the best fonts to use; (f) alignment of lettering on signs; (g) viewing distance, letter height and sign 

size and (h) placement of signs in relation to the hazard.  The reader will come away with a more complete 

understanding of sign basics as they prepare to make their dam safer for place for the recreating public. 


