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Soapbox  Revising the Model Dam Safety Program 

Keith Mills, P.E., G.E., Oregon Water Resources Department 

Model dam safety program task group 

The model dam safety program work group is updating this document, and will solicit feedback at this 
soapbox presentation. The model dam safety program is the ASDSO/FEMA national guidance for dam 
safety programs. It was developed for state dam safety programs, but is also applicable to federal and 
private dam safety programs. The first model was developed by ASDSO pioneers in 1987. This will be 
the fourth update, with the last one in 2006. A new outline has been developed, consistent with what is 
important for dam safety programs now. Significant changes are proposed to the organizational 
structure. There will be more emphasis on existing dams, with new sections on risk evaluation, public 
communication and information, and incident response. Work group members will discuss the key 
elements of the redrafted model program and will solicit input from the soapbox audience to help in 
finalizing this guidance document.  Other authors:  The model dam safety program work group is 
updating this document, and will solicit feedback at this soapbox presentation. The model dam safety 
program is the ASDSO/FEMA national guidance for dam safety programs. It was developed for state 
dam safety programs, but is also applicable to federal and private dam safety programs. The first model 
was developed by ASDSO pioneers in 1987. This will be the fourth update, with the last one in 2006. A 
new outline has been developed, consistent with what is important for dam safety programs now. 
Significant changes are proposed to the organizational structure. There will be more emphasis on 
existing dams, with new sections on risk evaluation, public communication and information, and incident 
response. Work group members will discuss the key elements of the redrafted model program and will 
solicit input from the soapbox audience to help in finalizing this guidance document.The model dam 
safety program work group is updating this document, and will solicit feedback at this soapbox 
presentation. The model dam safety program is the ASDSO/FEMA national guidance for dam safety 
programs. It was developed for state dam safety programs, but is also applicable to federal and private 
dam safety programs. The first model was developed by ASDSO pioneers in 1987. This will be the fourth 
update, with the last one in 2006. A new outline has been developed, consistent with what is important 
for dam safety programs now. Significant changes are proposed to the organizational structure. There 
will be more emphasis on existing dams, with new sections on risk evaluation, public communication 
and information, and incident response. Work group members will discuss the key elements of the 
redrafted model program and will solicit input from the soapbox audience to help in finalizing this 
guidance document.  Additional  authors include: Hal Van Aller, Doug Johnson, Ben Green, Mark Ogden, 
Ken Smith, Dusty Meyers, Tony Fernandes. 


